standard comparable with the Australian Bureau of Meteorology's graduate training course for weather forecasters.
The main practical component concerns a research project measuring CO 2 exchange between the atmosphere and (a) native tropical rainforest and (b) introduced sugar cane in tropical north-eastern Australia. The aim here is to introduce the reader to experimental techniques and procedures, but there is a particularly important lesson to be learned from the results: during the peak growth phase, it is observed that sugar cane sequestrates more than three times as much carbon dioxide as does rainforest on an average daily basis! This result seems to contradict the widespread belief that clearing rainforest and replacing it with crops is self-evidently a bad thing, but of course one has to take many other factors into account. Whatever its implications for climate modeling might be, it only serves to reinforce our belief that unsubstantiated assumption is never a substitute for hard physics. That, in a nutshell spells out what this book is all about.
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